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iMagine— A.L.I.V.E. Alleviating Loneliness in a Vibrant Environment
First, if you were one of the seventy + Optimist members attending the 1 st Quarter Conference in Bismarck,
thank you. I appreciate you taking time out of your busy schedule, time away from your family and setting
Optimist as a priority. The returned evaluations indicate those in attendance strongly agreed the programs
presented were informational and organized, the communication and interaction was good, and their expectations were met. The Community Panel on Optimism had the following comments: wonderful session;
excellent; very unique; we need to have more people talking about optimism. Thank you, Bismarck Optimist Club members, for making the conference a success by living the iMagine theme and making the Optimist members the center of the optimist universe. The iMagine year by Alleviating Loneliness in a Vibrant
Environment succeeded by collecting nearly 200 books to share with the youth of the Bismarck area.

Sally Sez...
SIOUXLAND SUMMIT

iMagine CHICAGOLAND

April 18, 2020 Sioux City, IA

OI Convention
June 28—July 1, 2020
optimist.019/convention

9:00 am-3:30pm

Contact:

MarkClaussen@nsne.019

SAVE THE DATES
Upcoming DMM Gatherings
1st Qtr. DMM District Gathering

Oct. 25-26, 2019

Ramada Hotel, 1400 E. Interchange Ave., Bismarck, ND
Hosts: Bismarck Optimist Club
Contact: optimist-dmm.org

2nd Qtr. Conference Call

February 29, 2020, 10 am

3rd Qtr. DMM District Gathering

May 1-2, 2020

Watertown Event Center, Watertown, SD
Hosts: Watertown Optimist Club
Contact: optimist-dmm.org

4th Qtr. DMM Convention

Aug. 6-8, 2020

Holiday Inn Express & Convention Center
1103 N. Splitrock Blvd., Brandon, SD
Hosts: Brandon Valley Optimist Club
Contact: optimist-dmm.org
1

On the 4th Monday of every month
at 8:30 pm CST I am nviting the
club leadership to the monthly
ZOOM conference call. The next
ZOOM is November 25. This is
just one way to bridge the gap
between the Club members and
the District. I will be sending a
reminder invitation closer to
November 25 giving you the
date, time and how to download
Zoom and connect to the
meeting. The agenda will be set
by the club leadership/
membership. You are the center
of the Optimist universe. Clubsplease call home! Zoom me!
February 29, 10 am CST. We will
have the 2nd Quarter Conference CallZOOM allows up to 100
people to connect. There will be
a Board meeting; the agenda
will be focused on developing
professional and personal leadership skills through through the
safe framework of Optimist
clubs and district positions.
Watch for details.
Sally Sez...continued page 2
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Be a part of the leadership development monthly webinar seminar: November 18 “How to use the Scholarship Programs as a Model for STAR: 7 pm to 8 pm CST-email: leadership@optimisit.org to register. You don’t know what
STAR is or Scholarship Programs go to www.optimist.org. Use the search engine to find the program details.
Optimist International: has provided the clubs with pathways to communicate your club’s projects, events, activities and your passions: https://www.facebook.com/optimistintl/ ;Twitter: @OptimistOrg; Insta: OptimistOrg and www.optimist.org ellow Optimists
this year is simple, iMagine the way(s) we can move into the 101st year of Optimist International. The path(s) forward to Bringing
the Best Out in Youth, in Ourselves and in Our Communities is being accomplished by each of your clubs. Invite the citizens of your
communities to experience the same excitement and satisfaction. As you roll out your local youth programs open their minds and
hearts to the mission of the Optimist Creed. They will catch the bug and you will be adding helping hands to your acts of kindness.
Your club members are the center of the Optimist universe and your actions are alleviating loneliness in a vibrant environment
(A.L.I.V.E.). Thank you!

SANFORD HARMONY AMBASSADOR NEEDS OUR HELP
(Sanford Harmony is a social emotional learning program for children)
Don Ortman -Sanford Harmony Ambassador for Philanthropist Denny Sanford:
*successful Iowa educator
*passion for loving thy neighbor & helping others,
especially children develop their optimum potential
*partner with Optimist & join team of promoting Sanford Harmony to inspire every
school, youth organization, educator, individual involved with youth programs to change the world.
*excellent resource for teachers & teacher education programs
*NO cost for training implementation through T. Denny Sanford & National University

Contact Don: dortman@nu.edu or www.sanfordharmony.org or www.sanfordinspire.org
For more information about Sanford Harmony Bridge see page 9 from Rushmore Noon.

2019-2020 DMM EXECUTIVE LEADERS

Mission, Vision, Purpose
Mission: By providing hope and positive vision, Optimists bring out the best in youth, our communities and
ourselves.
Vision: Optimist International will be recognized worldwide as the premier volunteer organization that values
all children and helps them develop to their full potential.
Purposes : To develop optimism as a philosophy of life
utilizing the tenets of the Optimist Creed; to promote
an active interest in good government and civic affairs;
to inspire respect for the law; to promote patriotism
and work for international accord and friendship among
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The Optimist Creed
Promise Yourself
To be so strong that nothing
can disturb your peace of
mind.
To talk health, happiness and
prosperity to every person
you meet.

Bringing Out The Best

To make all your friends feel
that there is something in
them.
To look at the sunny side of
everything and make your
optimism come true.
To think only of the best, to
work only for the best, and to
expect only the best.
To be just as enthusiastic
about the success of others as
you are about your own.
To forget the mistakes of the
past and press on to the
greater achievements of the
future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times and give
every living creature you
meet a smile.
To give so much time to the
improvement of yourself that
you have no time to criticize
others.
To be too large for worry, too
noble for anger, too strong
for fear, and too happy to
permit the presence of trouble.

ROGER L. HAAS OPTIMIST OF THE YEAR AWARD
It is with great honor that the Minot Optimist Club nominates our current President, Terri Philion, for the prestigious Roger L. Haas DMM Optimist of the Year Award.
Terri joined the club May 12, 2015, bringing in three new active members. As President this
year, she made a commitment to reenergize the club and create positive energy , thanking
members for all their time & help saying “It’s all about teamwork & relying on her brothers and
sisters in the club”.
11 membershave been added this year renewing interest in the club - members are returning
when they hear what we are doing. Terri has made use of social media to its full extent resulting in new and more media coverage for our Club.
Terri is involved in the Optimist Club and also takes part in other community events involving
youth, family, and the community. Any project she takes on is done with a great deal of passion wanting her Club and Community to be the best it can be.
Optimist projects in which Terri has been involved during the 2018-2019 year:
Annual Community Halloween Party – Terri welcomed everyone at the beginning of the
evening and worked a shift with her school-aged children believing they need to learn early
about involvement & giving,
Salvation Army Bell-Ringing – Terri participates whenever & wherever she can.
Father/Daughter Dance – On the day and evening of the event, Terri was available to help
decorate, carry plates of food and scoop ice cream.
Big Give Campaign – Terri challenged the Minot Club to give an area organization something
on a much larger scale than previous donations. Information went out on social media that the
Optimist Club of Minot was taking applications for the “Big Give Campaign”. Organizations submitted applications to include what and how the money would be used. The club chose to give
the Souris Valley Animal Shelter $50,000 over the next five years, $10,000 a year.
2019 Vikings Season Raffle Ticket Sales – The first night of booklet sales, Terri sold 25 tickets
at various places, eventually selling 52 tickets . She encouraged club members throughout the
entire process stating how important it is for our club - we have a big commitment over the
next few years.
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Hotline Optimist International Leadership Publication
(communications@optimist.org)

CLUB OFFICERS’ TOOLBOX
This year's Club Officers' Mailing went digital! Find all the info you need on our Leadership website, ranging from dues and fees for
2019-2020 to Presidential Incentives, Foundation information and more.

UPCOMING WEBINARS
Webinars offer information on a variety of topics to strengthen your skills as a leader and make your Club and District the best it
can be. www.optimist.org/member/leadership/webinars.cfm for more information. Registration information will be available,
usually a week in advance.
October 21: This Meeting will Come to Order(Archived/Available at leadership@optimist,com)
Learn the ABC's of Parliamentary Procedure, how to make sure that the minority is heard, while the majority is served. Learn
about Roberts Rules of Order and how to use Roberts to conduct meetings.
November 18: How to use the Scholarship Programs as a model for STAR
Optimist International is building STARs via the scholarship programs for our youth. Find out how support from Optimist International can help strengthen your club's scholarship programs.
December 16: How to Hold a Club Oratorical Contest
Does your Club want to start having an Oratorical contest? Join us to walk through the steps from beginning to end on planning
and holding a Club Oratorical contest. Watch The Dispatch for Webinar Topics and Dates all through the year!

SCHAUMBURG IS CALLING! Chicagoland is readying its red carpet for Optimists at our2020 International Convention. Check out
what there is to see and do in the Schaumburg area.
Saturday, June 27, 2020 —July 2, 2020!

2019-2020 SCHOLARSHIP TOPICS

www.optimist.org/scholarships

Optimist International sponsors three scholarship contests for students to earn money to pursue opportunities in higher education: the Communication Contest for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing (CCDHH), the Essay Contest and the Oratorical Contest. The
contests are conducted at the Club level, then Zone and Regional (if necessary) and at the District level. District-level scholarships
are funded by the Optimist InterInternational Foundations and awarded by Optimist International.

Oratorical/CCDHH
Topic: “Just iMagine a World without Boundaries"

Essay
Topic: “Is Optimism the Key to Achieving the Dreams you iMagine?”
A note about spelling:
"iMagine" represents the organization's theme for 2019-2020 and it is written as shown for branding purposes. It does not replace the linguistic
interpretation, intent, or spelling of the word "imagine or Imagine". As such, contestants are free to use the correct spelling for any contest or
communications without penalty.

GLOBAL SPOTLIGHT
Global Spotlight provides a regular look at Optimist International’s successes outside of the U.S. and Canada. Articles feature Club
Building efforts, successful Club projects and practical information for members in those Clubs. The latest issue includes updates
on new clubs in St. Vincent, an anti-hunger program in Kenya and more! Read Global Spotlight.

LEAVE A LEGACY OF JOI
Junior Optimist International President Julia Cooper invites you to establish a JOI Club as part of your Optimist Legacy! Read her
message on the Hotline.

CLUSTER DEVELOPMENTS
A new technique for growth—For more information about New Club Building Cluster Developments contact newclub@optimist.org Starting in Fall in Southeast US.
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Imagine—A.L.I.V.E. MESSAGES/COMMITTEE REPORTS

TOOL BOX Adrian Elcock

The tool box for beginning the iMagine-A.L.I.V.E year

Face book Link https://www.facebook.com/165075543106/posts/10156754645343107/?sfnsn=mo
https://myemail.constantcontact.com/Club-Officers--Toolbox.html

soid=1101808351451&aid=2fGpf6_oTpI&fbclid=IwAR36k4QxMHB0CPBcyaQTfX15as1OQ607hx2d62iLJEOJicO-pph7UhcE23E
Optimist Leaders: Make sure you have everything you need to start the year. ICYMI, here is our Club Officers
Toolbox, ready for you!
Dear Club President- or Officer-Elect,
Congratulations on your accomplishment and thank you for agreeing to take on this leadership role in the first year of
our second century as Optimist International. I am honored to serve with you during the 2019-2020 Optimist Year. This
year will be a significant one in setting the tone for the future of our organization.
I have chosen the simple theme of iMagine to guide my year as President. However, though this word is simple, my
goals are not. We must re-imagine the financial, marketing and operational programs of Optimist International to become the premier volunteer organization of the world.
Many of these goals will require change from what has once been the norm so we can begin iMagining what the future
of our organization will be. Expect to see the beginnings of a digital transformation, including iOptimist.org. This is the
centerpiece of my vision, which will be a new website that will provide content to improve our reach and engagement
with new and potential members.
While I am working on the organizational aspects of improving Optimist International, I want you to know that everything
we are doing moving forward is being driven by the fact that we know our Clubs and our Members are the centre of the
Optimist universe. So I ask that you encourage your Club’s members to work at improving your Club and your reach into
the community you serve. Take a moment to look at your programs and ask yourself if they’re still relevant. Ask your
Members and your community what are the new projects or outreach that can be done to serve more children in this
new century of service.
In closing, I invite you to iMagine a brighter future with me and for our children.
Yours in Optimism, Adrian Elcock

“iMagine”
Interational
President
Adrian M Elcock’s
Theme

Memorials

CLUB ANNIVERSARIES

Recognition of Deceased Members at
Annual DMM Convention
Please forward the following information to
diapatch@optimist-dmm.org:
Name of Deceased (Aug. 1, 2019—Aug.1, 2020)
Name of Funeral Home

St. Paul East Side 11/13/2014
Brandon Valley 11/20/2008
Deadwood Lead 11/27/2006
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CLUB/ZONE NEWS
ZONE 1
All Winnipeg Optimist Clubs

ZONE 5

ZONE 7

Brookings

Richfield
Spaghetti Dinner - November 5, 2019
Oak Grove Lutheran Church
7045 Lyndale Ave. S.
4:00pm—7:30PM
Adults -$8:00 Children—$4.00
Longtime member, Steve Sutter, was
honored with a day named in his honor
For 19 years of service to Minnesota
Valley Wildlife Refuge!

Fall 2019

Prior Lake-Savage
Every Tuesday Happy Hour– Pizza &
Meat Raffle 5:30—6:30PM

Winnipeg Foundation Tournament

Bed Build—Sleep in Heavenly Peace
Pizza & drinks 5:00-6:00pm, then build
12 beds. New Optimist Welcome with
Sleep in Heavenly Peace!
NO KID SLEEPS ON THE FLOOR IN OUR TOWN!

info@optimistfindwpg.org

Watertown

ZONE 2

ZONE 8
Northwest Suburban
Speaker Dick Leighninger from Commerative Air Force is recipient of Wing’s Lifetime Achievement Award –invites everyone to visit the Museum at Fleming Field
in So. St.Paul, MN.
Roseville
Celebration of Optimists Nov 7
Dinner/Wall of Wine Raffle
Network, Engage, Socialize, Celebrate,
Support, Donate, Serve!

ZONE 3
Celebrating Optimists: Optimists in the
Spotlight

ZONE 4

From a Winter Wonderland grant – the Optimist Club gave about 100 hockey sticks to
new young skaters. Each stick was cut to fit
the skater’s height & was bore a yellow Optimist sticker

communications @optimist.org
Caryn Sullivan for the St.Paul Pioneer
Press wrote & published article
“OPTIMISM? It’s Worth the Stretch”
after visiting Roseville area Club

ZONE 9

ZONE 6
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Incorporate Optimism and PDP in Your Club Meetings
Introduce the PDP (Professional Development Program) to your members by incorporating required elements in your club
meetings. Four out of five of the Level 1 requirements can easily be achieved at meetings.
Take 2-5 minutes at each meeting to have one or two members talk about “How Optimist Can Make a Better World” or “Optimism as a
Way of Life.” Fulfills the Continuous Improvement requirement of Level 1 of PDP.
Have members learn the five purposes of an Optimist Club. Fulfills Level 1 requirement for Organizational Knowledge & Culture.
Five minutes at one club meeting going over them.
Focus on one purpose at five meetings. Fulfills Level 1 requirement for Organizational Knowledge & Culture. The purposes are listed
below.
Five Purposes of an Optimist Club
*to develop optimism as a philosophy of life utilizing the tenets of the Optimist Creed;
* to promote an active interest in good government and civic affairs;
* to inspire respect for the law;
*to promote patriotism and work for international accord and friendship among all people;
* to aid and encourage the development of youth, in the belief that the giving of one’s self in service to others will advance the wellbeing of humankind, community life and the world.
To complete the marketing requirement of learning to write a communique/ Press Release, you can have a speaker present that topic.
It’s helpful to have many members who know how to write press releases.
Hold a NOW (New Optimists Welcome) meeting or event and have each member bring at least one person. At the NOW
meeting, have members introduce their guests. This completes the Level 1 Communication Skills,
The Project Management requirement is to participate in a community service activity. Many service activities are done outside of the meetings, and most Optimists find it easy to participate in at least one activity.
Encourage your club members to complete Level 1 in PDP. When all activities in level 1 are certified, the club president should
complete the PDP Recognition Form and email it to ckbergstrom@hotmail.com and cera.rensch@gmail.com.
A club may obtain 50 PDP brochures by contacting Jackie Moore at (314) 371-6000 x263 or moorej@optimist.org
Cheryl Bergstrom and Cera Rensch 2019-2020 DMM PGI/PDP Co-chairs

TIPS/ANSWERS/INFO
https//optimist-dmm.org
https//optimist.org

https://facebook.com/optimistdmm

Contact International Board of Directors:

https://oifoundation.org
Lead by example with FOUNDATION
CONTRIBUTIONS = fund many of Optimist
International's major programs. Donate to the
Optimist International Foundation or to the
Canadian Children's Optimist Foundation.

Dime-A-Day level is a great place to start,
at just $36.50 per year!

DISPATCH DEADLINE
dispatch@optimist-dmm.org
27th of every month

New Foundation Team for 2029-2020! To discover your District Foundation Representative,
learn more about our new recognition process
and start out this new year on the right foot,

Star Munch, Editor
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board@optimist.org (questions, comments, suggestions)
THANKS to Tim Goetz / MARCO for
printing many of the handouts for
our quarterly gatherings and annual
conventions.
PLEASE
consider
MARCO for your technology needs.
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BISMARCK, ND

A new Optimist year to iMagine!

DMM GOVERNOR Sally Damm Norby, Debbie Merriam,
Lyle M. Merriam GREAT PLAINS OI VICE PRESIDENT

COMMUNITY PANEL on OPTIMISM
Syd Steward, Vern Dosch, Dr. Larry Skogen, Moderator Jerry Haas

KEYNOTE SPEECH– Dave Pearce, owner of
Papa’s Pumpkin Patch
TRIVIA TAKEOVER

Winning Team = “Geniuses”

2018-19 MEMBERSHIP AWARD OPTIMISTS

2018-19 FOUNDATION AWARD CLUBS/MEMBERS
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RUSHMORE NOON LAUNCHES HARMONY BRIDGE
The Rushmore Noon Club worked with the band teachers in the five middle schools in the Rapid City Area School District.
From these five schools, 30 youth were recruited to participate in the Harmony Program. These students agreed to commit to 1)
learn the music in advance and 2) come together to perform as one group. After 4.5 hours of rehearsing. this band was wonderfully prepared to go out and bring joy to the lives of some 200+ people!
This program can be launched in one school or multiple schools as we did in Rapid City. Our method of working with multiple
schools, enabled us to create new friendships among students and help break down social barriers. This was a tremendous experience and we invite ALL clubs to consider the Harmony Bridge program for your communities.
Further information: contact Don Stover(sewy@midco.net) or Malcom Chapman (Malcom@Chapman.com) at the Rushmore
Club or visit www.harmonybridge.net. A YOU TUBE video of the Rushmore Event will be available soon.
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