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Dreamin’ with Gov. Dave . . .
Are you ready for our Mardi Gras Party? It’s only
a week away, so pack your mask and your beads and
get ready to have a blast. Nicole and her party-team
have been working for months to make sure we all
have a great time – North Dakota Mardi Gras style!
But we’ll also have a full agenda of stimulating discussions and learning and sharing opportunities while
learning about new ways to connect with other clubs
and members and hear all about what’s in store for
the New Year, which is coming up fast.

International
President
Rebecca Butler Mona’s
Theme

But first things first! When we get home from Grand Forks, we will have
just 51 days to successfully complete our goals and dreams for the year.
So, get your check-list out (it’s called the Honor Club Tracking Form) and
start completing each box. If you have questions or concerns, contact your
Lt Governor, any of the appropriate Committee Chairs, DST Greg Honl, or
me, and we will hopefully solve all your problems!
We need to dig ourselves out of a pot-hole – and we need your help. As
of this writing, we are still 30-something members short of being on the
plus side. That isn’t where we hoped to be, but we’re not overly concerned
(just mildly), because we know the DMM is a fast closer – and we have
plans to wipe out the deficit and finish strong. But, we can’t do it without
(Continued on page 2)
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The Optimist Creed
Promise Yourself
To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind.
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet.
To make all your friends feel that
there is something in them.
To look at the sunny side of everything and make your optimism come
true.
To think only of the best, to work
only for the best, and to expect only
the best.
To be just as enthusiastic about the
success of others as you are about
your own.
To forget the mistakes of the past
and press on to the greater achievements of the future.
To wear a cheerful countenance at
all times and give every living creature you meet a smile.
To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have
no time to criticize others.
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Dreamin’ with Gov. Dave . . .
(Continued from page 1)

your help!

We intend to add two new clubs (one a club within a club) and the
other a new adult club in a new community. Then, we need each club
to add just one or two new members (some may need to add a few
more to reach Honor Club status). We can do this. Look for folks
who are passionate about helping kids - they’re in our schools,
churches, ball-fields, PTA groups, law enforcement, child protection
agencies, and the list goes on! Ask them! And let them tell you if
their plate is too full – don’t you make that call for them! In other
words, don’t pre-judge their desire and availability. I’ve made that
mistake too many times myself, only to watch someone else ask
them to join – and they did! Shame on me!
And a word of warning! For those clubs who have Friends of Optimists, please check when their memberships expire. Check your
roster. OI flags their name 60 days in advance of expiration, so you
have plenty of time to renew that Friend. If the membership does
expire, OI will delete them from your roster without another warning. If that happens, you can reinstate them within a couple weeks –
but don’t let that happen!
And if a member must be dropped (if they have paid their dues,
they shouldn’t be dropped until after the year ends) then replace
them immediately.
Please, let’s get on that horse and ride hard – and finish the race on
the positive side. More about that horse at the convention!
Your Dreamin’ Governor, Dave
Dave Martin
DMM Governor
DMMGov@Optimist-DMM.org

To be too large for worry, too noble
for anger, too strong for fear, and
too happy to permit the presence of
trouble.
Editor: Curt Sandberg
THANKS to everyone that submitted articles for this newsletter. For those who wish to submit articles for future issues,
please email them to me at dmmdispatch@midco.net by the 27th of each month. Thank you!
2

DMM District Dispatch
Issue 18.19.11

August 2019

Deceased Members
Memorial Photos

DMM / OI Gatherings
Exec Cmtee Conference Call
6:30 PM, CDT, Sun, Aug 4, 2019
US: 515-604-9067
Access Code: 823066#

We would like to enhance the district’s annual
memorial announcements at the DMM Convention in Grand Forks by including pictures of each
of the recently deceased Optimists.
As this issue of the Dispatch goes to press, the following deceased members
are slated to be memorialized at the convention:
Don Clauson
Jim Meyers
Richard Joseph
Cliff Boom
Danny Haddow
Derek Christensen
Linda Griffiths

4th Qtr DMM Convention
August 8-10, 2019
Ramada Inn
Grand Forks, ND
701-775-3951

PLEASE forward the names of any member of your club not listed above that
passed away between August 1, 2018 and August 1, 2019 to Curt Sandberg:
dmmdispatch@midco.net

1st Qtr DMM Assembly
October 25 & 26, 2019
Bismarck, ND

Typically the best source for such photos is the funeral home’s obituary.
Therefore, PLEASE include the name / web site of the funeral home that handled the arrangements .

2nd Qtr DMM Conference Call
February 27, 2020
7 pm—8 pm CST

Thanks for your help.
Curt Sandberg
dmmdispatch@midco.net

3rd Qtr DMM Gathering
May 1 & 2, 2020
Watertown, SD

After Louisville—What’s Next?

4th Qtr DMM Convention
August 6, 7, & 8, 2020
Brandon, SD

I returned from attending the International
Convention in Louisville, KY, in early July, with
an attitude that is renewed, refreshed and
revitalized.

Kids’ Lawn Games

I participated in several leadership skills workshops. The sessions highlighted the importance of being open to innovation, to
bring big picture thinking, and to practice successful methods to inspire and
deal with adversity with a positive attitude.
During the closing session, President Designate Adrian Elcock of Barbados
said his simple theme for 2019–2020 is “iMagine. We must re-imagine the
financial, marketing and operational platforms of Optimist International to
become the premier volunteer organization of the world.” This simple but
(Continued on page 7)
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Attention Convention Attendees:
Our upcoming convention will kick off
on Thursday, August 8 with everyone
attending the Grand Forks Optimist
Club’s Annual Foster Family Picnic.
This event often draws over 200,
many of which — of course — are
kids. If you have a favorite lawn game
that you’d be willing to bring along it
will be put to use. Thanks for helping
make this event special for the foster
kids and their guardians.
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Club
News
from club
bulletins

NORTHWEST SUBURBAN — heard
from a speaker about the weaponization of Gene Editing [a 24 page document is available if you’re interested
in this topic] and has begun planning
a lawn bowling event in mid-August.
A book drive is in the planning stages
for September to benefit future Robbinsdale students ages 0-5.
ROSEVILLE — July’s speaker, John
Taft, a descendent of US President
Taft, spoke on “Thoughts on Servant
Leadership.” August’s speaker will be
Dr. Manny Steil—The Ambassador of
Listening—speaking on “Listening
Leaders;: The Ten Golden Rules to
Listen, Lead, and Succeed.” They are
also gathering school supplies for
“Kids in Need Minnesota” and planning volume two of “Voices of Optimism.”
RICHFIELD — heard about the Kepler
and Hubble Telescopes during July,
joined the Bloomington Club to hear
from Hennepin Cty. Sheriff, Dave
Hutchinson, also heard from Richfield
Mayor Maria Regan Gonzalez AND
staffed the grills at Cub Foods on Nicolett Ave.
HARTFORD — held their charter party
on July 11 and helped unveil the
“Called To Walls Mural” that the club
was instrumental in creating.
ROCHESTER —heard from retired
Post-Bulletin columnist, Greg Munson, on his current passion: restoring
Rochester’s iconic Silver Lake and
Ryan Ostreng with Rochester Emer-
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gency Management. In order to accommodate more members participation, they hold 1st & 3rd Thursday
evening meetings [5:30 PM] vs their
normal Friday morning breakfast
gatherings. Spouses are invited, too.
WATERTOWN — July speakers included a Lake Area Technical Institute
Aviation instructor, two teenage girls
reporting on their trip to Peru, an
SDSU Regional Dairy Specialist, and
AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps team members working
with youth at the Watertown Boys
and Girls Club.
WORTHINGTON —club financially
supported sending kids to SW Bow
Benders Camp, King Turkey Days
youth events, and the YMCA All Comers Track Meet.
PRIOR LAKE-SAVAGE — Book Club
read and met to discuss “the Witness
Tree” by Amy Pendino, They will participate in Lake Front Days in August
as well as the MN State Fair. Soup
Bowl planning is already underway,
too. Pull tab sites have expanded
from Extra Innings and Boathouse
Brothers Brewery to include Lakers
Tavern & Pizza in Prior Lake.
RUSHMORE NOON — takes tickets at
one of the gates to the Central States
Fair as a major fundraiser. The fair
goes on for nine days mid-August and
the schedule is broken down into
three shifts that cover from 1:30
PM—11:00 PM utilizing 2-3 members
per shift. Red Ribbon Week is one of
the projects funded by their volunteering at the fair. A Big Brothers / Big
Sisters event was held in July.
Please send your club’s newsletter to
dmmdispatch@midco.net to have
your club’s activities listed in upcoming issues of the DMM Dispatch.
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New Hartford Club
Spearheads Community
Mural
The newly formed Hartford (SD) Area
Optimist club recently completed its
first project, coordinating and fundraising for a community mural, which
was painted on the north wall of the
local Senior Citizen Center and Community Library. HAOC worked with
community organizations such as the
Harford Area Community Foundation
and AARP SD, along with the city of
Hartford, to procure nearly $8,000 to
fund the project. The funds were
raised from sources including grants,
fundraisers, and public funds.

Starting in April, the Optimist club
worked with Vermillion-based artist
Amber Hansen to set up a screening
of her documentary “Called to Walls”
(Continued on page 9)
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Growth / Membership

August Growth Target:
Educators
“Just Ask”
I remember attending one of my first district meetings three years ago. There was a gentlemen who received an award
from our DMM district for his efforts in recruiting several new members for his Optimist Club over the previous year.
Upon receiving the district award, he was asked in front of the crowd on how he did it and if he would like to share any
secrets to his success. I remember he just said two words - “just ask.”
It is so true. All we need to do sometimes in recruiting new members is simply just ask. It might be a friend or coworker or someone that you know who is active in the community. Don’t hesitate to reach out to them and invite
them to attend one of your Optimist meetings or upcoming events. You never know, that new member might end up
becoming a committee chair, board member or even club president someday! Something for all of us to keep in mind
as we continue to seek out prospective new members for our Optimist Clubs across the DMM District.
It is hard to believe that next month will be “Back to School” time already. This summer is flying right by! Along those
lines Optimist International has designated educators as the targeted recruitment group for the month of August.
Whether it is a teacher, coach or school administrator, these folks interact with kids on a daily basis and would be a
great addition to your Optimist Club. Let’s all make an effort to reach out to some of them over the next month!
Please join me in welcoming the new members listed below that joined Optimist Clubs in our district in the month of
July; it is great to have you as a member of Optimist!
Club
Bismarck
Grand Forks
St. Cloud
St. Paul

New Member
Alysha Dvorak
Nicole Oas
Denny Smith
Karen James

Sponsor
Christy Cameron
Craig Ventzke
A. William Pennings
Faith Clover

Jerry Haas
DMM Growth/Membership Chair
jerry_r_haas@yahoo.com

Last Minute Convention Details
To fully get in the spirit of the upcoming DMM Convention in Grand Forks please remember to
bring your Mardi Gras apparel for Friday evening’s hospitality gala. Upon arrival VIPs, spouses,
and guests will be invited to register for Friday’s tour of the Myra Museum [$5/each] and Saturday’s Art & Wine Walk [$20/each]. Following Saturday evening’s optional dinner at the Blue
Moose Bar & Grill in East Grand Forks, MN, you’re invited to return to the Ramada for BUNKO
[$5/each — 100% shared w/with winners at evening’s end.]. OIF Silent Auction—see page 11!
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Nominations needed for

Optimist of the Year

Candidate Qualifications Committee
needs your help!

Each year, a committee of non-Optimists appointed by
the Governor, is asked to select the winner of the Roger
L. Haas DMM Optimist of the Year Award from those
nominated by their clubs or members.

At the convention Aug. 8-10, we are scheduled to elect a
Governor-Candidate who will hopefully become our Governor for 2021-22.
To date, we have spoken to more than a half dozen potential candidates, but the answer has been the same –
“maybe sometime, but this isn’t the time”.

This award is meant to be a “grassroots” award presented to a common member for very uncommon efforts during the current year. It is not a lifetime achievement
award.

Let’s be clear – the person elected to this position at the
convention would have two years to prepare to be Governor, and they would be nominated and elected as Governor-Elect at the convention in 2021. This is vitally important, as all past Governors would agree – you need
more than one year to prepare to serve in this important
position,

The letter of nomination should focus on the local club
activities in which the nominee has been a key participant and/or leader.
Members of the current DMM Executive Committee
(district officers) and former winners of the award are
NOT eligible to be nominated. Nominations will be reviewed by the Governor and District Secretary-Treasurer
to ensure compliance with the rules. Then, the nonOptimist selection Committee will choose a winner.

So, if any of you have the desire to be a Governor, or
wish to nominate someone for the position, please contact any member of the CQ Committee (listed below), so
we can interview the person and answer their questions.
We also need to fill this position for the following year
(2022-23) as well. So please, give this request some serious consideration – and give us a call.

Nominations must be received by Gov Dave Martin
(svsec7111@gmail.com) no later than September 15th.
The award will be presented to the winner at the 1st
Quarter Conference in Bismarck, Oct 25-26.

Yours in Optimism,
Past Governors Terry Gorman and Don Stover
Governor-Candidate Carmen Bakken
Governor-Elect Sally Damm Norby
Past Governor and Committee Chair Kevin Hammell
Governor Dave Martin
svsec7111@gmail.com

Please consider nominating a key member of your club
for this prestigious award.
Dave Martin
DMM Governor
svsec7111@gmail.com

Club Anniversaries

THANKS to Tim Goetz / MARCO
for printing many of the
handouts for our quarterly gatherings and annual conventions.
PLEASE consider MARCO for
your technology needs.

During August
Rochester
August 16,1977
Let’s see if we can’t add a club or two to this list for next
August. What community near your club needs to better
serve their youth?
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Policy Reminder
Read Policy recommendations,
be prepared to vote
Just a reminder to all convention attendees; on July 8, or
soon after you registered for the convention, you were all
emailed two documents - a new formatted 2018 policy
document, and a list of Policy Committee recommended
changes.

Those of you who plan to attend the upcoming convention will have the opportunity to hear and meet Michael
Levine. Michael is the founder, director and performer in
the “Dallas Brass” an internationally famous brass quintet.

Please read those recommendations and be ready to discuss them, and then to vote on them at the first business
session on Friday morning. Many are minor housekeeping items that will be bundled together to save time.
Others may require more discussion.

Most recently, Michael has founded and is promoting
“Harmony Bridge”. Harmony Bridge (HB) is a wonderful
program which involves primarily middle school band
students. The students will be trained, provided special
music books then as a ‘band’ will take their talents to
perform at community seniors’ homes.

The Policy Committee members have literally spent hundreds of hours (independently and as a group) debating
every recommended change in detail and we are confident have we have come up with recommendations that
are in the best interest of the DMM and will serve our
organization for years to come.

This is another great outreach for your communities as a
special project for your clubs. You won’t want to miss this
informative presentation with an opportunity to have
lunch at Michael’s table following his presentation. He
will be happy to answer any questions you may have
about this unique program. www.harmonybridge.net or
Harmony Bridge on Face Book

So please be ready to act on these recommendations in
an orderly and timely manner.
Thanks for your consideration.

Don Stover
Rushmore Noon
sewy@midco.net

Dave Martin
DMM Governor
svsec7111@gmail.com
her personal philosophy as similar to the Optimist Creed
when confronting her own life’s challenges. “We’re always
going to have obstacles of some sort, but we all choose to
face them with Optimism.” said Hardin.

After Louisville—What’s Next?
(Continued from page 3)

impressive theme sets us on a journey that will Alleviate
Loneliness in a Vibrant Environment. iMagine- A.L.I.V.E: Another keynote session featured a multimedia presentawill be the theme for the 2019-2020 year in the DMM.
tion by Jeff Hanson, a Kansas City artist with a business
model of “philanthropy first.” Jeff and his parents, Julie
Monica Hardin, a Louisville television news anchor and and Hal, discussed their family’s challenges, which includpast winner of the Optimist International Oratorical Con- ed Jeff’s childhood cancer diagnosis and vision loss. How
test, provided the day’s keynote address. She described
(Continued on page 8)
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Policy Update
The Policy Committee has amended Recommendation Seven by replacing "complete the
DMM Annual Club Planning Guide" with "review the Honor Club Tracking Form." This aligns
with the Optimist International Training Programs. The amended recommendation will
read:
RECOMMENDATION SEVEN: LIEUTENANT GOVERNORS (page 6 line 257) Recommend the following changes:
·
Add Honor Club Tracking Form to Lieutenant Governors duties,
·
change two Club visitations to monthly contact,·
·
increase Zone meeting notice to 30 days
Motion of CONCURRENCE is moved and seconded by the committee.
Policy: The Lieutenant Governors shall function in his or her assigned Zone as a representative of Optimist International
and the Governor, and conduct his or her office in a manner that contributes to the attainment of all objectives of the
District and Optimist International.
Procedures:
 With the input from the club officer(s) in his or her assigned Zone, the Lieutenant Governor should attempt to review
the Honor Club Tracking Form by November 15.
 Each Lieutenant Governor should make at least two visitations a monthly contact with each Club in his or her Zone.
 The Lieutenant Governor must make every attempt to visit each newly affiliated Club in his or her Zone within 90
days following its official organization.
Notice shall be given to the Club Presidents and Club Secretary-Treasurers at least 30 15 days prior to such Zone
meetings.
NOTE: Copies of the Policy documents will be hand-outs at the convention, it is not necessary to print out your own
documents.
Submitted on behalf of the Policy Committee,
Jo-Anne Pelzer
larrypel@mymts.net
skills that will inspire fanatical optimism in members. Generate clubs that are thriving by making the club members
(Continued from page 7)
the center of the Optimist universe. Develop potential
community members that will result in the sustainability
ever, Jeff persevered as a painter and found success. of service by Bringing the Best Out in Youth, In Ourselves
“Fanatical optimism wins,” Jeff Hanson said. “Every act of and in Our Community.
kindness helps create kinder communities, more compassionate nations and a better world for all – even one Sally Damm Norby
painting at a time.”
Governor Elect
sallyoptimist@gmail.com
I look forward to leading the members of the Optimist
Clubs in the DMM District. My goal is to utilize leadership

After Louisville—What’s Next?
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Hartford Club’s Mural
(Continued from page 4)

along with three community input
sessions. “Called to Walls” documents the journey of Hansen and a
partner as they traveled through
three Midwest towns, designing and
painting community murals. Part of
their process included community
input sessions where folks attended
and shared their thoughts, stories
and feelings about how the mural
should be designed.
In Hartford, this process wrapped up
around the end of May when the
final design was presented. On June
15, during the town’s annual summer festival, Jamboree Days, Hansen
and her assistants started tracing the
design onto the wall. From there,
community residents were invited to
paint sections under their guidance.
Painting of the mural continued
throughout June and July wrapping
up just before the July 23rd dedication. Representatives from the Optimist Club, City of Hartford, AARP-SD,
Hartford Area Community Foundation community and senior citizen
center gathered to dedicate the
Hartford Community Mural.
“For decades to come, members of
the community and especially the
youth, will enjoy this addition to
Hartford’s downtown,” noted Jesse
Fonkert, Director of the Hartford
Chamber of Commerce and Development Foundation, and Optimist Club
member.

Governor Dave Martin will be in the Optimist booth at the Minnesota State Fair
on Saturday August 31st from 3 P.M. to 9 P.M. AND he will be there on Sunday September 1st from 9 A.M. to 3 P.M.
The Optimist booth is located in the Education Building. Please stop by and
say hi to the Governor. We need some other volunteers to work the booth with
him. Please call Chuck Spavin at 651-228-6979 to volunteer.
Volunteers are especially needed for Sunday September 1st from 3 P.M. to 9
P.M. and on Monday, Labor Day, September 2nd from 9 A.M. to 9 P.M.
This will be our 12th year at the Great Minnesota Get-Together.

Sincerely,
Chuck Spavin
Optimist Club of West St. Paul
State Fair Chair
chuck.spavin@rbc.com

Hartford Club Charter

Left to right, DMM Governor
Dave Martin [passing the
gavel], Lt Governor Dee Borman, Hartford Club CoPresidents Emily Berg and
Amy Larson, along with
Builder of Excellence Jon
Hartsuiker [holding the
club’s bell] pose for the
camera to commemorate
the club’s chartering.

Article by Gov. Dave Martin

Accompanying article and photos thanks to Gov. Dave
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Ending the
Silence
PROGRAM FOR YOUR
SOUTH DAKOTA CLUB — Please consider the following.
The Sioux Falls Morning Club had an excellent program concerning the high suicide rate in SD. Mallory
Kloucek shared her journey and struggles with mental
health and that for many youth the issue begins at age
14. The challenge is for youth to open up.

Bergstrom named West St. Paul
Optimist of the Year

The title of the program is “Ending the Silence”. NAMI
stands for National Alliance on Mental Illness that funds
this program which is presented to youth in the schools
in South Dakota.

Cheryl Bergstrom was recently named "Optimist of the
Year" by the West St. Paul Optimist Club. She was awarded this designation for her many volunteer activities
within the West St. Paul schools including as a Junior
Achievement advisor, past president of the the Moreland
School PTA, and as member of School District 197's Gifted and Talented Advisory Council.

Invite Mallory to bring information to your club members
and support this program. Contact Mallory at
mjflan2010@gmail.com or phone 605-380-8464
Ken Munch
Past Pres. SF Morning Optimist
605-351-9062
Munchken@sio.midco.net

She has also assisted as a VITA volunteer (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance program) within the community and
had the honor of serving as past president and Lt. governor within Optimist International.

Hartburg Area OC Community Mural

Chuck Spavin, president of the WSP Optimist Club, said "I
am very honored to present this award to Cheryl Bergstrom. She sets the standard for someone who gives
back to her community and is always helping to bring out
the best in kids."
Bergstrom is a 27-year resident of West St. Paul and
works as a senior data specialist at Thompson Reuters.
Chuck Spavin
Optimist Club of West St. Paul
chuck.spavin@rbc.com

Find the DMM on Facebook! Just search
“Optimistdmm” and click the “Like”
button.
https://www.facebook.com/
optimistdmm

The GO TO place for DMM info:
http://www.optimist-dmm.org/
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Our annual conference is almost here!


What’s better than a glass of wine or beer and accompanying snack , with friends!

Is there a Winery or Brewery in your area?
We will host our own wine and beer tour Please bring one bottle of wine or a six pack (or growler) of beer,
along with an accompanying local snack.

-

Be sure to also provide information about your choice:

Name of Winery/Brewery/Local Food
Address
A little history about the business
What type of food would go best with your choice

Looking forward to seeing YOU in Grand Forks!
Gita Hendricks
DMM Foundation/CCC rep

